January 1, 2012

Non-conformity

" Therefore, | urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer
your bodlies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true
and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be
transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and
approve what God'’s will is—His gooaq, pleasing and perfect will. ° For by the
grace given me | say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly
than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in

accordance with the faith God has distributed to each of you.
Romans 12:1-3

(NIV]

2 So here's what | want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday,
ordinary life—your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life—
and place it before God as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is
the best thing you can do for Him. Don't become so well-adjusted to your
culture that you fit infto it without even thinking. Insteaad, fix your attention on
God. You'll be changed from the inside out. Readily recognise what He
wants from you, and quickly respond to it. Unlike the culture around you,
always dragging you down to its level of immaturity, God brings the best out
of you, develops well-formed maturity in you. °/'m speaking to you out of
deep gratitude for all that God has given me, and especially as | have
responsibilities in relation to you. Living then, as every one of you does, in
pure grace, it's important that you not misinterpret yourselves as people who
are bringing this goodness to God. No, God brings it all to you. The only
accurate way to understand ourselves is by what God s and by what He

does for us, not by what we are and what we do for Him.
Romans 12:1-3

[The Message]

COMMENTS, PRAYERS AND PRAISES
We have a team of people who are praying for our church body regularly. WELCOME TO ISLAND ECC
If you have a praise item or prayer request that you would like to share with
our prayer warriors or a comment for church leaders, please complete

the form below.

Thank you for worshipping with us today! If you are new to Island ECC or
want to get connected to our community, please complete this short form
and drop it in the offering bag, or at a designated box on the 1st or 2nd floor.
Also be sure to check us out at www.islandecc.hk
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