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The Great Chasm 

I. Wishful thinking:  a belief called universalism. 

 9Therefore God exalted him to the highest place and gave him the name that is above 
every name, 10that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on 
earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue acknowledge that Jesus Christ is Lord,  
to the glory of God the Father.  Philippians 2.9-11 

“At the heart of this perspective is the belief that, given enough time, everybody will 
turn to God and find themselves in the joy and peace of God’s presence.  The love of 
God will melt every hard heart, and even the most “depraved sinners” will eventually 
give up their resistance and turn to God.”          Rob Bell, Love Wins, p.107 

 

II. Jesus on the afterlife. 

19There was a rich man who was dressed in purple and fine linen and lived in luxury 
every day. 20At his gate was laid a beggar named Lazarus, covered with sores 21and 
longing to eat what fell from the rich man’s table. Even the dogs came and licked his 
sores. 22The time came when the beggar died and the angels carried him to 
Abraham’s side. The rich man also died and was buried. 23In Hades, where he was in 
torment, he looked up and saw Abraham far away, with Lazarus by his side. 24So he 
called to him, ‘Father Abraham, have pity on me and send Lazarus to dip the tip of his 
finger in water and cool my tongue, because I am in agony in this fire.’ 25But Abraham 
replied, ‘Son, remember that in your lifetime you received your good things, while 
Lazarus received bad things, but now he is comforted here and you are in agony. 
26And besides all this, between us and you a great chasm has been set in place, so 
that those who want to go from here to you cannot, nor can anyone cross over from 
there to us.’ 27He answered, ‘Then I beg you, father, send Lazarus to my family, 28for I 
have five brothers. Let him warn them, so that they will not also come to this place of 
torment.’ 29Abraham replied, ‘They have Moses and the Prophets; let them listen to 
them.’ 30’No, father Abraham,’ he said, ‘but if someone from the dead goes to them, 
they will repent.’ 31He said to him, ‘If they do not listen to Moses and the Prophets, 
they will not be convinced even if someone rises from the dead.’  Luke 16.19-31     

 

 

           
 
“Hell begins with a grumbling mood, always complaining, always blaming others... 
but you are still distinct from it. You may even criticize it in yourself and wish you 
could stop it. But there may come a day when you can no longer. Then there will be 
no you left to criticize the mood or even to enjoy it, but just the grumble itself, going 
on forever like a machine. It is not a question of God “sending us” to hell. In each of 
us there is something growing, which will BE hell unless it is nipped in the bud.”     

 C.S. Lewis, The Problem of Pain 

III. How in hell do I see God’s love? 

Just as there were many who were appalled at him — his appearance was so 
disfigured beyond that of any human being and his form marred beyond human 
likeness.         Isaiah 52.14 

As a result of the anguish of His soul, He will see it and be satisfied; by His 
knowledge the Righteous One, My Servant, will justify the many, as He will bear their 
iniquities.        Isaiah 53.11 

“To enter heaven is to become more human than you ever succeeded in being on 
earth; to enter hell, is to be banished from humanity.”  C.S. Lewis (The Problem of Pain) 

 

“If we insist on keeping Hell (or even earth) we shall not see Heaven: if we accept 
Heaven we shall not be able to retain even the smallest and most intimate souvenirs 
of Hell.”  C.S. Lewis (The Great Divorce) 


