
June 12, 2011  

Advice on Harmony  

 
Principles for relational harmony. 

1. Expect some degree of unrest.                                                               
 The one who conceals hatred has lying lips, and whoever utters slander is a                      

fool. 
                  Proverbs 10.18 

2. Resist the superiority complex.                                                        
 12Whoever belittles his neighbour lacks sense, but a man of understanding   
 remains silent. 13Whoever goes about slandering reveals secrets, but he who 
 is trustworthy in spirit keeps a thing covered. 
                 Proverbs 11.12-13 

3. Willingly absorb pain.  
                28Be not a witness against your neighbour without cause, and do not deceive               

with your lips. 29Do not say, "I will do to him as he has done to me; I will pay 
the man back for what he has done." 

              Proverbs 24.28-29 

 Whoever covers an offense seeks love, but he who repeats a matter separates 
close friends. 

             Proverbs 17.9 

4. Choose good over evil.  
        21If your enemy is hungry, give him bread to eat, and if he is thirsty, give him 
 water to drink, 22for you will heap burning coals on his head, and the LORD 
 will reward you. 
      Proverbs 25.21-22   

         19Beloved, never avenge yourselves, but leave it to the wrath of God, for it is                      
 written, "Vengeance is mine, I will repay, says the Lord." 20To the contrary, 
 "if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to 
 drink; for by so doing you will heap burning coals on his head." 21Do not be 
 overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. 

        Romans 12.19-21 

5. Confront cautiously.  
        5Better is open rebuke than hidden love. 6Faithful are the wounds of a 
 friend; profuse are the kisses of an enemy. 
       Proverbs 27.5-6 

6. Maintain a grace-filled heart. 
        17Do not rejoice when your enemy falls, and let not your heart be glad when 
 he stumbles, 18lest the LORD see it and be displeased, and turn away His 
 anger from him.   
      Proverbs 24.17-18 


