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This is what the Lord Almighty, the God of Israel, says to all those I carried into exile
from Jerusalem to Babylon: 5“Build houses and settle down; plant gardens and eat
what they produce. 6Marry and have sons and daughters; find wives for your sons
and give your daughters in marriage, so that they too may have sons and daughters.
Increase in number there; do not decrease. 7Also, seek the peace and prosperity of
the city to which I have carried you into exile. Pray to the Lord for it, because if it
prospers, you too will prosper.”
Jeremiah 29:4-7

But Nineveh has more than a hundred and twenty thousand people who cannot tell
their right hand from their left, and many cattle as well. Should I not be concerned
about that great city?”
Jonah 4:11

I. A glimpse of a city
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Now those who had been scattered by the persecution in connection with Stephen
traveled as far as Phoenicia, Cyprus and Antioch, telling the message only to Jews.
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Some of them, however, men from Cyprus and Cyrene, went to Antioch and began
to speak to Greeks also, telling them the good news about the Lord Jesus. 21The
Lord’s hand was with them, and a great number of people believed and turned to the
Lord. 22News of this reached the ears of the church at Jerusalem, and they sent
Barnabas to Antioch. 23When he arrived and saw the evidence of the grace of God, he
was glad and encouraged them all to remain true to the Lord with all their hearts. 24He
was a good man, full of the Holy Spirit and faith, and a great number of people were
brought to the Lord. 25Then Barnabas went to Tarsus to look for Saul, 26and when he
found him, he brought him to Antioch. So for a whole year Barnabas and Saul met
with the church and taught great numbers of people. The disciples were called
Christians first at Antioch. 27During this time some prophets came down from
Jerusalem to Antioch. 28One of them, named Agabus, stood up and through the Spirit
predicted that a severe famine would spread over the entire Roman world. (This
happened during the reign of Claudius.) 29The disciples, each according to his ability,
decided to provide help for the brothers living in Judea. 30This they did, sending their
gift to the elders by Barnabas and Saul.
Acts 11:19-30

In the church at Antioch there were prophets and teachers: Barnabas, Simeon called
Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Manaen (who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch)
and Saul.
Acts 13:1

III. Your role in our city
… and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should
live.
Acts 17:26b

