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Prayer of General Douglas MacArthur for his child (an excerpt)

“Build me a son, O Lord, who will be strong enough to know when he is weak, and brave 
enough to face himself when he is afraid; one who will be proud and unbending in honest 
defeat, and humble and gentle in victory. A son who will know you God, lead him I pray, not in 
the path of ease and comfort, but under the stress and spur of difficulties and challenge. Here 
let him learn to stand up in the storm; here let him learn compassion for those who fail. Build 
me a son whose heart will be clear, whose goal will be high; a son who will master himself 
before he seeks to master other men; give him humility, so that he may always remember the 
simplicity of true greatness, the open mind of true wisdom, the meekness of true strength. 
Then, I, his father, will dare to whisper, ‘I have not lived in vain.'” 1 John 3:1-10 (NIV)

See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God!
And that is what we are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know Him. 
Dear friends, now we are children of God, and what we will be has not yet been made known. 
But we know that when Christ appears, we shall be like Him, for we shall see Him as He is. All 
who have this hope in Him purify themselves, just as He is pure. Everyone who sins breaks 
the law; in fact, sin is lawlessness. But you know that He appeared so that He might take 
away our sins. And in Him is no sin. No one who lives in Him keeps on sinning. No one who 
continues to sin has either seen Him or known Him.

Dear children, do not let anyone lead you astray. The one who does what is right is righteous, 
just as He is righteous. The one who does what is sinful is of the devil, because the devil has 
been sinning from the beginning. The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the 
devil's work. No one who is born of God will continue to sin, because God's seed remains in 
them; they cannot go on sinning, because they have been born of God. This is how we know 
who the children of God are and who the children of the devil are: Anyone who does not do 
what is right is not God's child, nor is anyone who does not love their brother and sister.



ntify you as a child of God… WoHow would others you know ide uld your character be marked 
by love? Would your kids say that you are kind? Would you be identified as being patient?
Would you be distinguished as being joyful even in your time of crisis? Would people say you 
have such extraordinary peace? Would your spouse praise you for your faithfulness? Would 
your gaming friends say you have self-control?

REFLECTION QUESTIONS

1. In what ways do you know that you are a precious child of God?

2. This week, how can you actively show love to someone around you?
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