Broken Heroes: Missing God
Gideon
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The Lord said to Gideon, “You have too many men. | cannot deliver Midian into their hands, or
Israel would boast against Me, ‘My own strength has saved me.' Now announce to the army,
‘Anyone who trembles with fear may turn back and leave Mount Gilead.” So twenty-two
thousand men left, while ten thousand remained. But the Lord said to Gideon, “There are still
too many men. Take them down to the water, and | will thin them out for you there. If | say,
‘This one shall go with you," he shall go; but if | say, “This one shall not go with you,' he shall
not go.” So Gideon took the men down to the water. There the Lord told him, “Separate those
who lap the water with their tongues as a dog laps from those who kneel down to drink.” Three
hundred of them drank from cupped hands, lapping like dogs. All the rest got down on their
knees to drink. The Lord said to Gideon, “With the three hundred men that lapped | will save
you and give the Midianites into your hands. Let all the others go home.”

Judges 7:2-7 (NIV)

Dividing the three hundred men into three companies, he placed trumpets and empty jars in
the hands of all of them, with torches inside. “Watch me,” he told them. “Follow my lead. When
| get to the edge of the camp, do exactly as | do. When | and all who are with me blow our
trumpets, then from all around the camp blow yours and shout, ‘For the Lord and for Gideon.
Judges 7:16-18 (NIV)

The three companies blew the trumpets and smashed the jars. Grasping the torches in their
left hands and holding in their right hands the trumpets they were to blow, they shouted, “A
sword for the Lord and for Gideon!” While each man held his position around the camp, all the
Midianites ran, crying out as they fled. When the three hundred trumpets sounded, the Lord
caused the men throughout the camp to turn on each other with their swords.

Judges 7:20-22 (NIV)



Gideon sent messengers throughout the hill country of Ephraim, saying, “Come down
against the Midianites and seize the waters of the Jordan ahead of them as far as Beth
Barah.” So all the men of Ephraim were called out and they seized the waters of the
Jordan as far as Beth Barah. They also captured two of the Midianite leaders, Oreb and
Zeeb. They killed Oreb at the rock of Oreb, and Zeeb at the winepress of Zeeb. They
pursued the Midianites and brought the heads of Oreb and Zeeb to Gideon, who was by
the Jordan. Now the Ephraimites asked Gideon, “Why have you treated us like this? Why
didn't you call us when you went to fight Midian?” And they challenged him vigorously.
But he answered them, “What have | accomplished compared to you? Aren't the
gleanings of Ephraim's grapes better than the full grape harvest of Abiezer? God gave
Oreb and Zeeb, the Midianite leaders, into your hands. What was | able to do compared
to you?” At this, their resentment against him subsided.

Judges 7:24-8:3 (NIV)

Reflection Questions

1. Are there areas in your life where you are taking credit for what God has accomplished?

2. What are some things you are thankful for, and what attributes of God do they help you
appreciate?
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